
A congressionally-directed grant project 
administered by the U.S. Department of 
Education and conducted by Central 
Methodist University and Inovatia
Laboratories to encourage and equip 6th-8th

grade students and teachers to explore 
STEM topics…



The Program…

Central Methodist University and Inovatia Laboratories are proud to announce 
the receipt of a congressionally-directed grant.  The primary purpose of the 
funds is to provide resources to encourage and equip Grade 6-8 teachers to 
better facilitate learning in physical science. In addition to building knowledge 
and skills, we believe this program is an excellent opportunity for middle school 
teachers to work and build relationships with other teachers, university faculty 
and students.

During an interactive workshop and subsequent follow-up sessions, participants 
will experience activities, problems and demonstrations designed at varying 
levels of difficulty.   In addition to curriculum topics, there will be special 
instruction on classroom use of Texas Instruments Calculator-Based Lab systems 
(a sensor-based technology) and Lego Mindstorm robotics.

Focused attention will be given to the use of the Learning Cycle and the Four-
Questions Strategy for exploring science concepts. 

Program Benefits…

• Classroom materials including a guide of activities, problems and demonstrations

• Equipment that is yours to keep including a complete TI-CBL system with a calculator and sensors and a Lego Mindstorm
robotics kit (approximately $750 in equipment and supplies for your classroom)

• A $750 stipend (fully received upon completion of the program)

• Three hours of graduate credit at no charge through Central Methodist University

• Ongoing collaborative access to other teachers and university faculty and students

• Additional access to support from business and industry in your region



Program Requirements…

Participants must be willing and able to commit their time and interest to the following activity schedule.   Please 
note that the introductory sessions are VERY important.  We will be doing a lot of brainstorming of curricular 
topics that are most critical to YOU.  

• Introductory Session (1/2 day):  9:00 am – 1:00 pm

• March  7, 2009 - Central Methodist University
Fayette, MO

• March 14, 2009 - Mineral Area Community College
Park Hills, MO

• March 21, 2009 - Three Rivers Community College
Poplar Bluff, MO

• March 28, 2009 - Chillicothe High School
Chillicothe, MO

• Week-long Summer Workshops 2009 (Limit 25 Per Site)
(9:00 am – 4:00 pm each day)

• July 6 - 10, 2009 @ Chillicothe High School

• July 20 - 24, 2009 @ Mineral Area Community College

• July 27 - 31, 2009 @ Central Methodist University

• Aug 3 - 7, 2009 @ Three Rivers Community College

• Follow-up Activities - Fall 2009 & Spring 2010



Name

School

School Address

School Phone

Home Address

Home Phone

E-mail
(that is checked year round)

Grade Level(s) you teach

Subject(s) you teach
(if applicable)

Preferred Workshop Location Chillicothe CMU
(Circle one)

MACC TRCC

I understand that in order to receive full graduate credit and the full 
stipend I need to fully participate in and complete the summer workshop 
and the activities during the school year.

Signature

IF YOU have been looking for a way to 

increase your knowledge and abilities to more 
effectively communicate physical science 
concepts in some fun, interesting, and relevant 
ways this could be the program for you.  If you 
wish to participate, please select one of the 
locations, complete and return this application 
form by mail or email to:

Dr. James “Tiger” Gordon
Division of Science, Math & Computer Science
Central Methodist University
Fayette, MO 65248
Email: jgordon@centralmethodist.edu
Phone: 660-248-6253

downloadable  (scroll to the bottom) @
www.centralmethodist.edu/employee/jgordon

Feel free to pass this along to 
any other teachers you think 

might be interested.

Return by
Jan. 1, 2009


